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Coraciiformes



Families
Bucerotidae

(hornbills)

Motmotidae

(motmots)

To-didae

(todies)

Meropidae

(bee-eaters)



Families 
Phoeniculidate

(woodhoopoes)

Corciidae

(Rollers)

Upupidae

(hoopoes)

Alcedinidae

(kingfishers)



Belted kingfisher.    Megaceeyle alcyon
● Stocky, large headed birds, with a shaggy blue crest on the top and back of head
● Straight thick pointed bill, their legs are short and tails are medium length & square 

tipped
● ✳kingfishers exhibit sexual dimorphism

○ male: have one blue band on chest
○ Female: have a blue and a chestnut band

● Spend their time perched along the edges of streams or lakes, searching for small fish.

Sound:

● They give  loud almost mechanical sounding rattles
● When threatened they may scream

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Belted_Kingfisher/sounds

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Belted_Kingfisher/sounds
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Belted Kingfisher



Coraciiformes Characteristics
● Generally, all species are small- to medium-sized birds with short legs, rather small and weak feet, 

and short toes.
● At first glance would not appear to be related except that they have a common foot structure.

○ Syndactylous toes- all birds have two, and sometimes three, forward pointing toes on their feet 

that are joined together partially at the base. The middle toe is connected to the inner toe at its 
base and to the outer toe for most of its length.



Coraciiformes Characteristics 
● Birds in the order also recognized as having large heads, short necks, and 

somewhat large bills
○ Most have bills that are long, pointed, and colorful

■ Birds in coraciiformes typically eat insects.
● Most birds in the order employ a hunting technique referred to as "spot-and 

swoop"
● They share other less noticeable characteristics such as the structure of the 

bones on the roof of the mouth, and the lack of the ambien muscles



Columbiformes



Families
Raphidae

● The dodo



Families
Columbidae

● Pigeons ● Doves



Rock Pigeon      Columba livia
● They can navigate by sensing the Earth’s magnetic fields.

● They are tubby birds with small heads and short legs.  Wings are broad but pointed and the tail is wide 

and rounded.  They have rusty red eyes and pink feet. 

● Variable in color, but most birds are bluish gray with 2 black bands on the wing and a black tip on the 

tail.  Most birds have iridescent throat feathers.

● They often gather in flocks, walking or running around on the ground. 

○ When alarmed, the flock may suddenly fly into the air and circle several times before coming 

down. 

Sound:

● Their song is a series of throaty coos and fanning their tail

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Rock_Pigeon/sounds

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Rock_Pigeon/sounds
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Rock_Pigeon/sounds


Rock Pigeons



Dodos in Columbiformes
● The dodo was anatomically similar to pigeons in many features. 
● They pointed to the very short keratinous portion of the beak, with its long, slender, naked basal 

part. 
● Other pigeons also have bare skin around their eyes, almost reaching their beak, as in dodos. 
● The forehead was high in relation to the beak, and the nostril was located low on the middle of the 

beak and surrounded by skin, a combination of features shared only with pigeons. 
● The legs of the dodo were generally more similar pigeons than of other birds, 

○ both in their proportion and in their skeletal features

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_anatomy#Scales


Dodo in Columbiformes



Columbiformes characteristics
❖ Species of the order Columbiformes include the pigeons and doves, which 

are compact birds with broad, rounded, powerful wings; short bills; short legs; 
and short necks.

❖ Males are larger than females, Males and females are similarly colored.
❖ They are generally compact birds with small- to medium-sized heads held on 

short but graceful necks.
❖ The wings are usually broad with rounded tips
❖  They have small heads and unwebbed feet.


