
Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia 
Virginia creeper 



Classification 

Domain Eukarya 

Kingdom Plantae – Plants 

Division Magnoliophyta – Flowering plants 

Class Magnoliopsida – Dicotyledons 

Order Rhamnales 

Family Vitaceae – Grape family 

Genus Parthenocissus Planch. – creeper 

Species Parthenocissus quinquefolia (L.) Planch. – Virginia 
creeper 
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Common Names 

Virginia creeper 

Woodbine 

 False grapes 

 Five leaves,  

American Ivy 

 Five leaved Ivy 

 Thicket creeper 



Habit and Habitat 

A woody, deciduous vine 

High-climbing or trailing, 3-70 ft. 

The structure on which it climbs is 
the limiting factor.  

Climbs by means of tendrils with 
disks that fasten onto bark or 
rock. 

 Its tendrils end in adhesive-like 
tips, giving this vine the ability to 
cement itself to walls and therefore 
need no support.  

A vigorous grower, it tolerates 
most soils and climatic 
conditions. 





Leaves 

 Palmately compound 

5 leaflets, occasionally 3 or 7, 
radiating from the tip of the 
petiole 

Dentate 

coarsely toothed, with a 
pointed tip, and tapered to the 
base,  

Up to 6 inches long.  

One of the earliest vines to 
color in the fall 

Leaves provide early fall color, 
turning brilliant mauve, bronze 
red and purple.   

VERY NOTICABLE 





Roots, Stems and Bark 

Roots:  Fibrous roots occur, and stems root 
where they touch the ground. 

Stems: Stems climb by tendrils and root 
where they touch the ground. 



Flowers 

 Inconspicuous 
flowers 

Small 

Green, yellowish-
green or white 

 In clusters 

Bloom Time: May 
- Jun through 
August 



Fruit 

Berries 

Blue, black or 
purplish-black 

About 1/4 inch in 
diameter 

 



Distribution 
 Found throughout the southern, midwestern 

and eastern half of the United States.   

 The plant is also native to northern Mexico and 
southeastern Canada from Nova Scotia to 
Ontario.   

Can be found in new and old forests and forest 
margins.   

 It can also be found on the borders of 
clearings, on trees, along fencerows and 
stream banks.   

 The plant thrives in partial shade to full sun.   

 It prefers acidic soil 



Distribution 



Ecology 

Berries are important source of food for many 
birds and other animals such as mice, skunks, 
chipmunks, squirrels and deer.   

 Leaves and stems are a source of food for 
many of these same animals as well as cattle 
and many moth caterpillars   

Example:  Giant Leopard Moth 



Ecology 

Serves as a larval host for several species of 
sphinx moths.  

  Abbotts Sphinx Moth (Sphecodina abbottii) 

Pandora Sphinx Moth (Eumorpha pandorus) 

Virginia Creeper Sphinx Moth (Darapsa myron)* 

White-lined Sphinx Moth (Hyles lineata)  



Ecology continued 

 Thick foliage 
(leaves)is great cover 
for small animals. 

 The vines provide 
birds with perches, 
nesting places and 
leaf surfaces to find 
food. 

 Erosion Control: 
Virginia creeper is 
used as a ground 
cover to control soil 
erosion in shaded 
areas and on slopes. 



Relationship to Humans 

Grown as an ornamental and 
ground cover. 

 It is especially valued as a 
ground cover since it will grow 
easily in shade, where most other 
plants won't grow.  

Unlike some climbing vines, it 
adheres via adhesive discs rather 
than penetrating rootlets, so it 
wont damage buildings.  

Can quickly become a pest if it 
spreads.  

 It can crowd out or choke other 
plants. 



Medicinal Uses 

Medicinal: The bark has 
been has been used in 
domestic medicine as a 
tonic, expectorant, and 
remedy.   

 The berries have been 
found serviceable in 
rheumatic complaints 
and are found to help 
cure dropsy.   

 The roots are used for 
diarrhea and the bark 
and twigs are made into 
cough syrup. 



Warnings 
Berries. Highly Toxic, May be Fatal if Eaten!  

Symptoms include nausea, abdominal pain, bloody 
vomiting and diarrhea, dilated pupils, headache, 
sweating, weak pulse, drowsiness, twitching of 
face.  

Toxic Principle: Oxalic acid and possibly others. 

Some literature suggests that Virginia Creeper is 
not poisonous 

 Plants tissues contain raphides, which can 
irritate the skin of some people.  

 It is far less likely to irritate, and less irritating 
than, Poison Ivy (Toxicodendron radicans) 

 Its sap can also cause skin irritation in some 
people. 

contains oxalate crystals 



Distinguishing 
Characteristics 

 Liana* 

 Palmately compound* 

5 leaflets serrated* 

Alternate 

 Fruit – berry – seeds 
NOT pear shaped 

Habitat- climbing 
trees 

*Special adaptation 
for climbing – suction 
cups 

Native – wildlife food 


